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	Learning Objectives:
	Mission Statement: Prioritising of the Methodological Learning – this is mandatory to the discipline and transferable to future units. Future units will be recalling and strengthening methodological knowledge through repetition. 


Key Stage 3:
The six short terms matches the number of courses delivered across Language and Literature. By assigning each term a course, ‘quantity’ is traded for ‘quality’. This only works when the text itself is seen as arbitrary – that the text is secondary to the discipline learning objective. The text is used as something upon which to test the learning objective, the text is itself not the learning objective. 
	
	Themes by term

	Theme
	Language 01
	Lit Heritage
	Lit Poetry
	Language 02
	Lit Modern N
	Lit Shakesp

	Year 7
	Yr7.1
	
	
	Yr7.2
	
	

	Year 8
	Yr8.1
	
	
	Yr8.2
	
	

	Year 9
	Yr9.1
	
	
	Yr9.2
	
	


Language 01 – Writing to Present Ideas and Information
Defining Characteristics
Writing in this domain is primarily informative and explanatory. Its main focus is on clearly communicating ideas, facts, or concepts to a reader in a structured and logical way. The tone is typically formal or neutral, and the writing prioritises clarity, accuracy, and coherence over personal opinion or emotional appeal. Ideas are organised into well-sequenced paragraphs, often supported by examples, definitions, or evidence. There is a strong emphasis on objectivity and precision in language choices.
Example Forms
· Reports
· Articles (informative or factual)
· Explanatory essays
· Leaflets or guides
· Encyclopaedia-style entries
· Presentations or scripts conveying information
Purposes
· To inform the reader about a topic, issue, or process
· To explain how or why something happens
· To clarify complex ideas or concepts
· To summarise knowledge in a clear and accessible way
· To support understanding without attempting to persuade
Techniques
· Use of clear topic sentences to signal main ideas
· Logical sequencing of information (e.g. cause and effect, chronology)
· Inclusion of factual detail, examples, and evidence
· Use of subject-specific or technical vocabulary where appropriate
· Formal tone and precise language
· Use of connectives to guide the reader (e.g. however, therefore, in addition)
· Definition and explanation of key terms
· Paragraphing to organise information effectively
GCSE Exam Board Alignment
· AQA:
· Partial alignment with Paper 2 (Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives), but AQA rarely sets purely informational writing; tasks usually require a viewpoint even if informative in style. 
· Edexcel:
· Strong alignment with Paper 2 – Non-fiction and Transactional Writing
· Students produce non-fiction texts such as articles, reports, or guides designed to inform or explain. 
· OCR:
· Strong alignment with Component 01 – Communicating Information and Ideas
· Writing tasks explicitly require students to produce non-fiction texts for specific audiences and purposes (e.g. informing or explaining). 
Sources for Unit 1
Britannica Kids
National Geographic Kids
Home - The Day
Language 02 – Writing to Present Perspectives and Points of View
Defining Characteristics
Writing in this domain is focused on expressing, developing, and sometimes challenging viewpoints. It often combines personal voice with reasoned argument, aiming to present perspectives clearly and convincingly. Unlike purely informative writing, this domain may include subjective opinions, evaluative language, and acknowledgement of differing viewpoints. Structure is still important, but it is shaped around the development of an argument or stance rather than simple information delivery.
Example Forms
· Opinion articles
· Speeches
· Letters (e.g. formal letters of complaint or advocacy)
· Editorials
· Argumentative essays
· Blog posts expressing viewpoints
Purposes
· To present a clear perspective or stance on an issue
· To explore and develop ideas from a particular viewpoint
· To influence or engage the reader in considering a perspective
· To evaluate different sides of an issue
· To encourage reflection, discussion, or debate
Techniques
· Clear statement of viewpoint or position
· Use of reasoning and supporting evidence to justify opinions
· Engagement with alternative viewpoints or counterarguments
· Use of rhetorical devices (e.g. rhetorical questions, repetition, contrasts)
· Emotive or persuasive language where appropriate
· Structured argument (e.g. introduction, development of points, conclusion)
· Direct address or inclusive language (e.g. we, you) to engage the reader
· Varied sentence structures to add emphasis and control tone
GCSE Exam Board Alignment
· AQA:
· Strong alignment with Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
· Section B explicitly requires students to write to present their own viewpoint in forms such as speeches, articles, or letters. 
· Edexcel:
· Strong alignment with Paper 2 – Non-fiction and Transactional Writing (Section B)
· Tasks frequently require persuasive or viewpoint-based writing (e.g. speeches, articles, letters), often with an argument or opinion focus. 
· OCR:
· Alignment with Component 01 – Communicating Information and Ideas
· Although broader, this component includes writing to argue and persuade, presenting viewpoints for specific audiences and purposes.
Sources for Unit 2
Student Opinion - The New York Times
Editorial Winners - The New York Times
Pros and Cons of Debate Topics | Britannica
Youth Opinion Writing | The New Courant
The most insightful stories about Opinion - Medium


Key Stage 4:
By keeping the same text themes as KS3, teacher cognitive load continues to be benefitted. Importantly, for KS4 the priority changes and the text is mandatory. Students need to be using their recall skills to draw the methodological knowledge. This knowledge is now the key to unlocking their academic analysis of set exam texts.
	
	Themes by term

	Year 10
	Language 01
	Lit Heritage
	Lit Poetry
	Language 02
	Lit Modern N
	Lit Shakesp

	Year 11
	Mocks
	Focus 1
	Focus 2
	Focus 3
	Exams
	


Departments will often extent the duration of a unit across multiple terms to give more time over to studying a text in full, leaving almost no revision time prior to exams. School planning for mock exams also directs what can and can’t be done with the English curriculum.
Once reliable data is obtained, a set of foci need establishing to revise from. These priorities fill the remaining terms, including past papers.
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